
Sheridan   Middle   School   6th   Grade   Band    
Welcome   Letter   and   Information   

8/30/21   
  

Dear   future   band   students   and   parents,   
  

Your   child   has   indicated   that   he/she   is   interested   in   taking   advantage   of   the   
tremendous   opportunity   to   learn   to   play   an   instrument.   Being   in   band   will   not   only   be   a   fun   
way   for   them   to   develop   their   music   abilities,   but   also   help   them   in   other   ways   beyond   music   -   
socially,   physically,   and   academically.   

We   have   45+   students   coming   out   for   band   this   year.   To   get   the   students   started   off   on   
day   1   ,   I   need   parents   to   do   two   things   for   me:   

1. Please   read   over   the   attached   permission   form   that   will   allow   your   student   to   be   
registered   for   the   band   class,   in   place   of   their   normal   Flex   period   class.   If   you   
agree   to   allow   your   child   into   band,   please   sign   it   and   return   the   form   to   me   or   
your   child’s   homeroom   teacher.   Keep   in   mind   this   will   be   a   class   in   which   the   
student   receives   a   grade.   

2. We’ve   pretty   much   figured   out   which   instruments   we’re   going   to   play.   Now   I   
need   parents   to   think   about   how   they   are   going   to   get   an   instrument   for   their   
child.   These   options   are   outlined   on   the   reverse   side.   Please   consider   each  
option   carefully,   as   there   are   pluses   and   minuses   to   each.   The   MOST   important   
thing   is   to   start   your   child   on   a   quality   instrument.   

  
I   am   VERY   excited   to   begin   working   with   your   child.   Please   try   to   arrange   for   an   

instrument   for   your   child   quickly   so   that   we   can   get   started.   If   you   have   questions   or   
concerns,    please    don’t   hesitate   to   contact   me.   I   truly   appreciate   you   supporting   your   child’s   
decision   to   learn   to   play   an   instrument   and   get   further   involved   in   music.   
  

Sincerely,   
Dave   Fazakas   
dfazakas@nlsd.k12.oh.us   
740-743-1335   

What   your   child   needs   for   band   
1. An   instrument   
2. Method   book   -   Essential   Elements,   Book   1   of   their   chosen   instrument   
3. Clarinet   and   alto   saxophone   players   -   at   least   3   extra   reeds,   size   2.5   
4. Brass   players   -   valve   oil   
5. Optional   (highly   recommended)   -   Instrument   cleaning   kit   for   their   chosen   instrument.   
6. Optional   (highly   recommended)   -   music   stand   to   practice   at   home.   

  
PLEASE   VIEW   OTHER   SIDE   FOR   INSTRUMENT   INFORMATION   

  
  

  



METHODS   OF   OBTAINING   AN   INSTRUMENT   
If   you   are   playing   one   of   the   following   instruments,   you   will   need   to   get   one   on   your   own:   

Flute,   Clarinet,   Alto   Saxophone,   Trumpet,   Trombone   
*   Students   that   are   economically   disadvantaged   have   the   option   of   renting   a   school-owned   
instrument   at   the   rate   of   $40   for   the   year.   

If   you   are   playing   one   of   the   following   instruments,   you   may   rent   one   from   the   school,   
provided   one   is   available.   

French   Horn,   Baritone,   Tuba   
   Rental   is   $40   for   the   year.   These   are   the   bigger,   more   expensive   instruments.   Of   course,   you   
have   the   option   of   getting   your   own   elsewhere.   

*   -   A   note   on   percussion   (drums,   xylophone,   etc.)   
  For   those   interested   in   playing   percussion,   I   first   have   them   learn   another   instrument   for   6-9   
weeks   and   then   do   an   audition   for   percussion   spots   (I   generally   take   4).   For   these   students,   
don’t   buy   an   instrument   right   off   the   bat.     
  

1.    Renting   
Renting   an   instrument   is   the   best   guarantee   that   your   child   gets   an   instrument   of   good   quality   that   is   
either   brand   new   or   lightly   used.   This   involves   a   monthly   fee   through   a   rent-to-own   program.   After   a   
certain   number   of   payments,   you   will   own   the   instrument.   Of   course,   you   can   cancel   at   any   time.   The   
nicest   thing   about   renting   is   that   all   repairs   are   covered   during   the   rental   period.   Any   damage   will   be   
fixed   for   free.   The   only   downside   to   renting   is   that   the   overall   cost   adds   up   to   more   than   an   outright   
purchase   of   the   instrument,   but   again,   renting   includes   all   repairs   which   a   purchase   might   not.   

  
 CA   House   Music    in   Lancaster   or   Zanesville   
 www.cahousemusic.com    or   740-277-6676   (Lancaster)   or   740-454-2357   (Zanesville)   
*CA   House   sends   a   representative   to   our   school   weekly   to   address   any   issues.   They   also   make   
deliveries   and   do   pickups.   In   addition,   they   have   a   special   introductory   rate.   

  
2.    Purchasing   

Purchasing   an   instrument   obviously   has   a   higher   upfront   cost,   but   can   be   a   better   deal   in   the   long   run,   
especially   if   your   child   stays   in   band   a   few   years.   If   purchasing,   you   might   consider   purchasing   used   to   
save   money.   Purchasing   can   have   some   downsides.   If   you   don’t   know   what   to   look   for   on   a   used   one,   
you   may   be   buying   an   instrument   that   needs   significant   repair   ($$$)   in   order   to   play   properly,   especially   
with   woodwind   instruments.   Also,   I   caution   the   purchase   of   any   brand   new   instrument   that’s   $200   or   
less.   While   they   may   look   nice   and   shiny,   they   are   inferior   in   quality   and   most   music   stores   will   not   fix   
them,   due   to   unavailability   of   parts   and   low-quality   metals.   I   recommend   checking   out   Music-Go-Round   
( www.musicgoround.com )   in   Gahanna   or   Columbus   for   used   instruments   that   are   guaranteed   to   be   in   
good   playing   condition.   You   might   also   have   friends   or   a   relative   that   used   to   play   that   would   be   willing   
to   give   or   sell   you   an   instrument   cheaply.   
Name   brands   to   stick   with   (new   or   used):     
Brass:   Yamaha,   Selmer,   Bach,   Conn,   Bundy,   Jupiter,   Besson,   King   
Woodwinds:   Yamaha,   Selmer,   Jupiter,   Gemeinhardt,   Armstrong,   Vito,   Leblanc,   Artley,   Accent   
  

3.    Instruments   in   the   family   
Sometimes   you   luck   out   and   already   own   the   instrument   your   child   wants   to   play.   If   it’s   been   sitting   in   a   
basement   or   attic   for   a   long   time,   it   might   need   to   be   reconditioned,   especially   in   the   case   of   woodwinds.   
If   you   have   your   child   bring   it   into   school   on   the   first   day,   I’d   be   happy   to   look   it   over   and   let   you   know   of   
any   work   that   might   need   to   be   done.   You   can   also   take   it   to   a   music   store   and   have   them   go   over   it.   

  
  

  

http://www.cahousemusic.com/
http://www.musicgoround.com/


  
SHERIDAN   MIDDLE   SCHOOL   BAND   

COURSE   REGISTRATION   /   PERMISSION   FORM   
  

Please   fill   out,   sign,   and   return   this   form   to   Mr.   Fazakas   or   your   homeroom   teacher   ASAP.   
  

  
  

Student   name   (first   &   last,   please   print):    _____________________________________   
  
  

Grade   entering   for   2021-22   school   year:       ___ 6 ___   
  
  

Band   Class   Academic   Information   
● Band   is   a   class   in   which   you   will   learn   to   play   an   instrument,   read   music,   and   perform   

a   variety   of   music   as   a   member   of   a   larger   group.   Fundamentals   and   musicianship   are   
our   main   goals.   

● Band   is   an   all-year   academic   class   that   meets   daily   during   the   school   day.   As   such,   
you   will   receive   a   grade   and   fine-arts   credit   towards   graduation   (7th   and   8th   grade).   

● By   registering   for   band,   you   are   committing   to   the   class   on   a   semester   basis   (after   the   
first   few   week   “trial   period”).   Dropping   the   course   at   any   point   before   the   end   of   a   
semester   will   result   in   automatic   course   failure   for   that   semester.   

● Outside   of   the   school   day,   only   two   evening   concert   dates   are   required   (if   allowed).   
● Students   using   select   school-owned   instruments   will   be   charged   a   small   usage   fee   of   

$40   for   the   year.   
● Students   will   be   required   to   practice   at   home   50   minutes   per   week.   

  
By   signing   this   form,   you   are   registering   your   child   for   band   in   the   2021-22   school   year.   You   
are   also   acknowledging   the   above   course   requirements.   Any   questions   should   be   directed   to   
Mr.   Fazakas   (dfazakas@nlsd.k12.oh.us   or   743-1335)   or   Mr.   Otte   (gotte@nlsd.k12.oh.us   or   
743-1315).   
  
  

__________________________________ ________________________________   
Student   signature Parent/guardian   signature   

    

  


